RISTORY OF GAGES IISTIN

The Jllinois coun ry was firel settied

by the Indians who did nol use 1 &
much for & dwelling place e for
hunting fg:\wnnﬁs. They usually muas
their living by hunting, but u-fm\' of |
Lt}w more civihzed iribes cultivased
Yhe Jund and raised corn, etz just lor
1.nexr own use. They did mot raise it
;to sell and the womer did the wvork
;while the men hunt:d. They were
;very skillfal in reising corn, even
With  their rude implements, as the
Indians taught the esrlv setiers in

-]
i

‘the colonier that corn would grow bet-
ter if a dead fish, was put in ihe hole
coTL ]

They made their own implements, ]
carving them out of sione, and zlwn
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u ny pedple have in
past years dug up many Indinn rel-|
ics and z2lso we may sometimes find |
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arrow heads. " Tkese Indians were
czlled mound builders, und they hid|
thelr tzings in mounds. Mr. James
Mogg Jound an Indian axe withont
the htndle and 2 nunb:r of ETTOW |
reads near the shore of Gages Lake.;
The ground at thai time was well!
covered with irees mzking fine hunt-
ing grounds for the Indizons. - i
L here were many bztiles fuug’htj
between the Indians and ihe white|
| men at diferent times, but the war|
'with Black Hawk practically end:d
'their rule here =znd they retreaied
‘across the -Mississipni. ‘They were
not much seen in this region afier
1835. ' :
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Mzny places on good water WZYS
or at point joining two good waier
E.'ays were used as trading pests and

he country around them settled, very
Lhm'ly at firs.t These villages grad-
L‘al]y grcw_and some became import-
ant. <Chicag was nearest to our
'Foumry that b%ame a greai city. It
fvas sevtled before the Indians left
f‘this part of the ceouniry. 1t was give
an Indian nzme. Waukegan, then]
f(:z.vcd Little Fort, was also an In-

jan sellement, but not as Tmportam
lznd did not grow z< large. Ii owes
lits importznce 4o its situation ou|
}Le'&:u,- Michigen. Both were vsed as!
trading . centers. Chicago ~was es-
v‘-c‘al]) was Vnno"La'TL for grist mill-
ing.

The French Je"mts and explorers
carefully passed over this very land
woen ‘they crussed Irom Lzke MMich-
igan to the Illinois river. They did
inot spread out and setile down, oW~
ever, but kept close to their foris and
trading pests for protaction for they
were not here for the purpose of mak-
ing .omes as the English were, but|
tmerely to get land and trade with the
jIndizans. We rave now no traces of

ithe French people excep: in a8 very
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few places and the French mames on
the mup.

Hn‘ro from Onicago where Mr, Gage

t buy land here.
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acres of land around brne place now

alled Gages Corner. They moved|

was a milier. Me and his famiiy
came to a place of many hardships
and many dangers. There wcore no
conveniences as wg have them now,
not cven markets, yeu they were will-
ing to settle in this half wilderness.
The lake and the Corner received
Hneir name from the first séitlers to
Soon othien. followed
in 1860 The country around here
was quife well setiled and Chicago
was quite a large city.

When the settlers first came here
there was many wild animals about.
They killed tze ,animals,” such as
wolves and deer ;or meat and hides,
also turkeys, _quails, " pigeons and rab-
bits for meat. There was good ﬁsh-
;ng and also fmod frapping. There
were brickyards at Grays Lake and
Hainsville, but they were not there
now. The old storz now med by
George B.:t;er:na” ALy Hame:nlle

was a place whére the early setters
oot their supplies. Taerz were other |
siores, but none remain now. Little
For" and Libert yvllle were also trade

enters. g .

AdJommg t Gage farm on the
sou‘h a Jones *.zmily -sattled on a
piece o ‘and o a2bout 200 floores.
They are the farms where Fred Chard
and ,Wzller Hawthorn now reside.
’I’hera was 2 tree about -10 fe:t high|
on tive Walter Hawthorn farm_that

1
was used as a lookout by fhe Indians.
lIt has been cut down. There are the
remains of an_ old log bm in the:

C'hara woods, the Jones ﬁzmﬂ} ]de}
jin this cabin. They afterwards built|
ia house wiere the Chard family now|
reside. There is 2 stone in the base-
ment with the following carved on it:!
ALM L, MOUA T S SWE S T) ST
Four of the children died of scarlet
fever at that time and were buried|
on the farm & short distance west of
the house] No stone marks the
grave. There were two children left
in the family, one a hopiless cripple.
The easit and west roads which
passes throuf'“h Gages Corners, now
cement, was 2 plank road and is now
ometimes referred Mo a2s the “old
plﬂ nk road.” Tiere were toll gates
different placss 2long the Toad
here & toll was paid for driving on
ft. One of these was Jocated a.
Hzinsville &t the cross road where
vie George Battershall store is now.
A pipe line .from MNcH.ary 0
’\’\ auvkegan was buill at the time of
{the World's fzir in Chicago in 1893,
to vipe T:¢ spring water from Wan-
kecsha 1o Chicago, because the water
in Chicago was nct pure. It lasted
for a short time. hut they sonn (ad
:cuble. T. crossed th: Kapple faim
\which was’ then owned by Gsorge
Kanp'le. It was about three feet as-
3er ground. AK AL
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